
 

   Wil Thomas Educational Scholarship 

   Applications for the Wil 
   Thomas Educational  
   Scholarship are now available 
   and can be picked up at the 
   Lodge or by mail requests 
   sent to Betty Jo Thomas at 
   5311 Humboldt Dr. Rocklin CA 
95765. The value of the scholarship is $1000. This 
scholarship is for family members of past or present 
members of Auburn Elks Lodge 1691 and is offered to 
graduating High School seniors who are planning to 
attend a college, university or vocational school. 
Applications must be returned to Betty Jo Thomas at 
above address and postmarked no later than May 1st. 
 

                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

        

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

     

 

                

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        AUBURN LODGE NO. 1691 

  BULLETIN 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 

   April 2020                                                                                                                             

NON PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE PAID 

NO. 25 

AUBURN CA 95603 

COVID-19 Update 
 
The Auburn Elks Lodge is closed until further notice. 
 
The Auburn Elks Lodge's highest priority is the health and well-
being of our members, volunteers, guests, and staff. We 
continue to closely monitor and evaluate developments of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and follow guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) and local health and government 
authorities. 
  
We have postponed the PER Chicken Dinner, ER Roast, and 
Inaugural Ball until a future date. Please hold on to your 
tickets, and they will be honored on the new date. We have 
canceled The March Pizza Night and the April Birthday Dinner, 
the Friday Fish Fry, and the Elk’s Easter Brunch. If you have an 
April birthday dinner ticket or an April Birthday Dinner 
Coupon, we will exchange for a May Birthday dinner once we 
open. There will be no Taco Tuesdays or Wednesday Lunches 
until further notice. The April Wednesday clean-up has been 
canceled. 
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From the Station of the Exalted Ruler – Bill Chelonis 
 
  Well, the time has come for me to step up to 
  the plate again as Exalted Ruler. We are 
  going through many concerns as this virus is 
  affecting all of our friends and neighbors.  As 
  Elks, we need to consider others around us 
  as well as ourselves. I am so sorry that this 
year is starting so poorly. I wish I could do something to 
relieve this, only to say we will get through this together. I 
have many events planned for this year and hope that they 
will come true. If not, we are in this situation together and 
pray we can overcome.  
 
I know many functions have been postponed or canceled.  
Please bear in mind the lodge tries to give you events and 
functions for your enjoyment. But with this virus going 
around, we need to consider each other and get through this 
crisis. None of us want to get it. We hope the PER chicken 
dinner and the ER Roast are rescheduled. I don’t know if 
anyone really wants to roast Harlan Moore, our new 
Secretary, but I have a lot of stories on him when he was 
Exalted Ruler.  
 
My theme for the year is “ Live the Dream, Become an Elk in 
the Community”. I hope all of you will consider this and help 
make new members in our Community.  
 
Finally, my swan song will and always will be: Frank Sinatra 
singing – My Way……. I hope all of you have a great year and 
have it “your way”.  
 
I guess I need to state who the Elk of the Month is.  As for 
the April Elk of the Month, it falls on our new State Vice 
President and PER Manny Martinez.  Thank you, Manny. 
 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER 
Exalted Ruler 
530-570-8896 
b.chelonis@att.net 

 

The Auburn Elks Lodge Bulletin is published monthly by 

Auburn Lodge #1691 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday – 7:30 p.m. 

Pre-Lodge Dinner – 6:30 p.m. 

Business Hours 

Tuesday thru Friday 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Bar hours: 11 a.m until 8 p.m. 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Tom Hart 

530-367-3577 

Tomdiana87@yahoo.com 

 

Assistant Editor, Linda Simmons 

genfreak@pacbell.net 

 

Advertising: Tom Hart 

530-367-3577 

 

Auburn Lodge 

#1691 B.P.O.E. 

 

Officers 

 Exalted Ruler: Bill Chelonis 

 Leading Knight:  LindaLee Talso 
 Loyal Knight: Bill Costa 
 Lecturing Knight: Jack MeyLink 
 Secretary: Harlan Moore PER 
 Treasurer: John Madeiros 
 Tiler: Open 
 Inner Guard: Manny Martinez 
 Chaplain: Terry Ann Houk 
 Esquire: Michael G. Bielski 
 Trustee Chairman: Royce Birks 
 Trustees: Wayne Helley, Sam Frazier, 
 Kathy Madeiros PER, Jimmy Mullenix.  
 Alternate Representative to Grand 
 Lodge: Open 
 Organist: Linda Wismar 
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LODGE BYLAWS 

Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available on line at 

http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=1691 

A user name and password are required, and access through this link is 

restricted to Lodge members only.  Members who don't yet have a 

password may register by giving their membership number and name to 

Grand Lodge online at:    http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 

 

mailto:b.chelonis@att.net
http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:Tomdiana87@yahoo.com
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=1691
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm


 
 
 
 
● Long Term Care ● EA+ (Travel Emergency) ● Vision 
● Dental   ● Identity Theft ● Hearing   ● Pet Insurance 
● Medicare Supplement  ● Medicare Advantage 

 
Ernest J. Strobel, President (530) 887-0102 

CA License – 0568200 

   Lodge Secretary – Harlan Moore 
 
  April has arrived riding a wave of uncertainty! As of this St. Patrick’s writing, our Lodge has been closed  
  since Friday, March 13th, and still do not have a firm date when we will next meet. The uncertainty is, of 
  course, due to the worldwide Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic.  No need to attempt an explanation to  
  speculate on our next few weeks as the rules and measures are fluid and changing daily.  
 
On our last meeting on March 12th - Old Timers Night. We presented service pins to 8 of 38 Old Timers present. Ron Harris 
for 55 years, Walt Drysdale & Ron LeDoux 45 years, Oscar Thompson 40 years, Bill Hopper, Jim Jordan, & Jon Loberg 25 
years, and Harry Bedell 20 years. We will make every effort that the remaining 30 receive their pins as soon as possible. 
 
As of this report, I may still be your outgoing ER and Secretary-Elect, and we will do our best to schedule our next meeting, 
including the installation of officers for the 2020-2021 Lodge year. As Secretary-Elect, I face a significant learning curve. 
Fortunately, retiring Bob Oles with assistance from Murriel, Elly Brown-Silva, and Jimmy Mullenix, are all working very 
hard to assure mailing and receipt of dues for the 2020-2021 Lodge year are progressing on schedule. Your prompt 
response is very much appreciated, as many of our financial requirements are dependent upon dues received by April 1st.  
 
The primary reason has roots in our obligation as ELKS, that admittance to our Lodge and any other Lodge is dependent 
upon presenting a current membership card. The secondary reason is equally important. The California ABC issues our 
club/bar license for members and their guests only. That requirement is not optional. If you received your statement, 
please return with payment as soon as possible. If you have not received a statement, please stop by or call the office to 
receive a replacement. We are never at 100% renewal on April 1st, for a variety of valid reasons, travel, health, address 
changes, etc. Options are available. Bring your statement with payment to the first event you attend. Credit/debit cards, 
or cash payments, are always accepted at the bar. 
   
In support of the primary and secondary rules above, we enforce a locked door policy for almost all Lodge events, 
admittance made possible with your card key. The card keys are not disabled April 1st, a grace period to allow for some of 
the exceptions above and eliminate the duplicate labor (volunteer) of disabling and enabling of cards. Year-round, but 
especially early in the Lodge year, we utilize Greeters to assist with compliance with the closed-door policy. Please assist 
our volunteer Greeters. Use your card key for admittance, present your membership card, and for some extra help, wear 
your badge. Early on I plan to do some greeting personally, (1) I will use my card, (2) display my membership card, & (3) 
wear my badge, please join me with 1 & 3 and if we haven’t met introduce yourself. 
 
Hopefully, this message will be received with clarity and better news when you all read this, be careful and stay safe, and 
you all receive this limited information in good health. 
 
Questions or comments call 530-906-4765  
Or  email Harlan@hemoore.com  See you at the Lodge! 
 
Fraternally, 
Harlan 
 

  

3 

Elks of the Month-  
PER/BHC Pres Manny Martinez 
 
Manny Martinez PER, and new State Vice President, 

has shown many countless hours trying to get the 

building hall records in order and helping our Lodge on 

Mondays with a cleanup crew. Thank you, Manny. 

 

 

mailto:Harlan@hemoore.com


 
 

  
 

Butcher Block 
 

Every Tuesday 
Lunch social 

Taco Tuesday 
 

Every Wednesday 
Elks Lunch 11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

 
Friday April 3, 20202 

Birthday Dinner 
Canceled 

 
Thursday April 9, 2020 

Meeting Night 
Canceled 

 
Friday April 10, 2020 
Good Friday Fish Fry 

Canceled 
 

Sunday April 12, 2020 
Easter Brunch 9 am to 12:00 noon 

Canceled 
 

Thursday April 23, 2020 
Meeting Night 
Chef’s Choice 

 
Friday April 24, 2020 

All You Can eat 
Pizza, Spaghetti, and Salad 
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Butcher Block 
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CRYING CORNER 
It pays to attend Lodge.  Lodge meetings are held on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of the month except for November and 
December 2nd Thursday only.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. and the 
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 
 
At the Lodge meeting on February 27, 2020, $203 major 
jackpot was lost due to his absence by #002571 Gordon 
Murdoch and at the Lodge meeting on March 12, 2020, 
$233.00 was lost by #003153  Lloyd Wheat.   It pays to attend 
Lodge.   
 

                                                                            

 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

MONTHLY BIRTHDAY DINNER – APRIL AND MAY 

If you have an April birthday dinner ticket or an April 
Birthday Dinner Coupon, we will exchange for a May 
Birthday dinner once we open.  
 
If you are a member with a birthday in May, you will 
receive an invitation which includes a dinner voucher 
and a free drink ticket. Take your voucher to the Lodge 
and exchange it for a seating ticket BEFORE the night of 
the event. You then select a table and seat from the 
seating chart. Tickets can be purchased for spouses and 
guests. Please remember that reservations are 
required, and selected seating comes first. 
 
Tickets for the birthday dinners go on sale starting the 
previous month on Taco Tuesdays from  
4:30 to – 6:00 pm.   
  
Hope to see you at the Birthday Dinners.  
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Loyal Knight – Bill Costa 

Sickness and Distress 

Walt Drysdale’s wife, Nancy, is undergoing Chemo Therapy 
and Radiation treatments for 6 weeks. 
 
Nelson McAffee’s wife, Cherie, tripped on the stairs leading 
to the garage and injured her rotator cuff. 
 
 
Lodge of Sorrow 

James Dodson James was born on October 14, 1932, in 
Phoenix AZ and was initiated into the B.P.O Elks Lodge #1691 
on March 27, 2008 and passed away on February 25, 2020.  
 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

01  Marcella, John L 

02  Butler, Ron 

03  LeDoux, Ronald L 

04  Bettencourt, Phillip E 

04  Boston, Joanne L 

05  White, Willard 'Bill' 

06  Burgard, Douglas L 

06  Tricomo, Scott 

07  Baird, Willis Lee 

07  Trujillo, Cedric 

08  Amos, Merle A 

08  Broussard, Brenda M 

08  Hunerlach, Ronald 

09  Bizal, Thomas A 

09  Collins, Chris 

09  Peters, James Allen 

10  Anderson, Anna B 

10  Bartorona, Marie 

12  Franzen, Ralph A 

13  Boston, Jim 

13  Talso, Linda Lee 

14  Johannsen, Phillip T 

14  Rolufs, Larry E 

15 Smeja, Robert E 

16  Duisenberg, Peter D 

16  Smeja, Robert E 

17  Krieger, Michael E 

17  Nann, Theresa D 

17  Whitty, Howard 

Cameron 

18  Biddle, Claude L 

18  Brown, Kirk D 

18  Payne, Lawrence J 

18  Schmauch Hannah, Emily 

Boyers 

20  Jones, Shirley 

20  Nodes, Robert R 

21  Stoltenburg, Craig D 

22  Arietta, William A 

22  Bettencourt, Sharon A 

23  Cooper, Charles J 

23  Sprowl, Vincent Paul 

24  Brabbin, Larry J 

24  Utley, William R 

25  Bothello, Clarence J 

25  Brown, James L 

25  Davis, James 

26  Linker, Mike T 

27  Kopp, Wayne 

28  Elkin, Barry J 

From the Station of the Leading Knight –  
Linda Lee Talso 
 
Greetings, 
 
I have been nominated and elected as your Esteemed 
Leading Knight for the year 2020 ~ 2021.  
 
I have an "open door" policy. If ever you would like to talk, I 
will make time for you.  I am usually at the Elks Lodge (when 
it's open) several times each week. Or you can text me 530-
210-7465, and we'll set up a time to talk.  
 
Take care and be healthy.  
 
In Love and Light, 
Linda Lee Talso   
Leading Knight 
530-210-7465 
 



        Lodge Manager  

 
Bob’s Message – Lodge Manager 
 
We say goodbye to March and our PER Harlan and welcome our new ER Bill Chelonis and wish him the best as he 
starts his term.  I want to thank all the volunteers who have stepped up and helped in the kitchen, dining areas, 
and maintenance of the Lodge this past Elks Year,  and hope that you continue for the next year.    
 
Effective April 1, 2020, we are raising the prices for the Elks Pancake Breakfast, Pizza Night, and Birthday Dinners.   
We have worked hard the past four years to maintain our prices, but the rising costs have finally caught up to us, 
so we need to raise the prices.  We are also discontinuing the free drink tokens for volunteers; however, we will 
still provide a free meal. 
 
Now for the business part.  Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 virus, most of our scheduled events for April have 
either been postponed or canceled. 
 
 
Bob DiMiceli 
Lodge Manager 
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Veterans Corner 

 
Okay, here we are entering our first month of the new Elk Year, 
April. Everything begins anew. Unfortunately, our Lodge closed 
starting March 12 until further notice. As I am writing this article 
on March 13, I have no information to share with ya'll. Just know 
that the Lodge and all its related activities will resume at the 
earliest and safest date possible. I trust that will have already 
occurred before you receive this Bulletin. Stay safe and clean 
everything, especially your hands. 
 
Did you know that on April 6, 1917, the United States entered 
World War 1? The occupation of Japan ended on April 28, 1952. 
U.S. forces invaded Cambodia on April 29, 1970. These are just a 
few tidbits of our American history that took place in the month 
of April. 
 
Monday, May 13, 2020, we will be making our annual sojourn to 
the V.A. hospital in Reno, NV., for our BBQ luncheon. We will 
meet at 8 am at the Auburn Elks Lodge and carpool, if possible, 
and then head to Reno. As always, I will transport all the food and 
beverages in my truck. If possible, there will be a reserved parking 
space available for me to unload all the food, etc. We usually 
arrive at the Reno V.A. hospital around 10 am and immediately 
set up for the luncheon. Lunch is served at about 11:30 am. First, 
we serve all the patients, then staff, and lastly, us, finishing a bit 
before 1 pm, and then we commence the cleanup process. 
 
Usually, we're done and heading back to Auburn before 2 pm, 
arriving about 4 pm back at the Lodge in Auburn. So, as you can 
see, it is about an 8-hour day filled with fun and excitement. We 
are tired, but it leaves us all with a good feeling. When we have 
some spare moments, during the time we're at the hospital, we 
walk the nearby halls and visit with the patients that are unable 
to come out of their rooms. They enjoy our visit. Should someone 
not want to visit, they will politely let you know. Just wish them 
well and ask if there is anything you can get for them. Just 
remember, it is always a pleasant and peaceful interaction that 
we have with all the patients. Just a note, I have never had a bad 
or unfortunate experience in that hospital. I will follow-up with 
some last-minute information in next month's article. 
 
As I close this article, I am reminded of the frailty of man. Right 
now, we are in the midst of a health crisis all over the world. 
Maybe, by the time you receive this, it will have subsided and 
entered into our history books. Remember to take good care of 
yourself as you cannot help others when you are battling a 
significant illness. Pray for our military and their families. May 
God keep us all safe in his compassionate hands. God Bless 
America. 
 
Rudy Pelzman, Chairman 
Veterans Service Committee 
E-mail: laketahoe@att.net 
Home:  (916) 771-0294   
Cell: (916) 316-1530 

 

LODGE CLEAN UP REMINDER 
 
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup the 1st Wednesday 
each month at 9:00 am.  Cleanup in April has been 
canceled. 
     
In March we did some general cleanup inside & outside, 
vacuumed carpets, cleaned ceiling fans, cleaned doors 
and windows inside and out, cleaned and dusted bar 
area, cleaned lobby, cleaned shuffleboard room, cleaned 
kitchen, cleaned coffee area, cleaned popcorn machine, 
margarita machine, nacho machine, dusted blinds, 
wiped down plastic shields, carts, fans, cleaned 
downstairs, cleaned windows and blinds in office, 
sprayed weeds by planters, and much, much more. 
 
The Lodge would like to thank the members that worked 
in March:  PER Dick Robart, PER/BHC Pres. Manny 
Martinez, Tom Eastman, Elaine Jenanyan, Jim Harris, 
Michael Van Hook, Mike Slattery, Ron Bailey, Gary Cox, 
Henry Tukloff, Gary Beckes, Pete Rau, J B Wheat, Dick 
Adams and Cedric Trujillo 
 
There are some names I could not make out. If I 
misspelled yours, let me know. 
 
Turnout was light, we need a few more. Please come 
out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-889-1779h 530-906-1945c 
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
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1927Cincinnati #5News 

clipping from 1927 convention 

detailing Elks arriving in cars. 

1927Springfield #61News 

clipping from the July 13, 1927 

Boston Herald detailing John F. ... 

1948#2Photograph of 

Massachusetts Float in the 1948 

Elks National Convention ... 

1928Royal Oak-Detroit 

#34GER John F. Malley Visits 

Detroit pictured with Bert White, Exalted ... 

 

SHUFFLEBOARD RESULTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Feb 5th 
1st Jan Quarry/Ann Council 
2nd Maureen Borg/Jacquie Conci 
3rd Glenda Cooper/Sally Imsdahl 
 
Feb 12th 
1st Maureen Borg/Ellen Whitty 
2nd Glenda Cooper/ 
3rd Sally Imsdahl/Jan Quarry 
 
Feb 19th 
1st Jan Quarry/Ann Council 
2nd Julie Pollock/Barbara Hewitt 
3rd Jacquie Conci/Nadine Hubbard 
 
Feb 26th 
1st Julie Pollock/Jan Quarry 
2nd Sally Imsdahl/Maureen Borg 
3rd Nadine Hubbard/Ellen Whitty 

 
 

California-Hawaii Elks Major Project 

(CHEMPI) 

This year’s state goal is 4 million dollars, 

how about our Lodge returning to $20,000 

plus status?    Our annual Piggy Bank was 

the 2nd Lodge meeting in February and 

results are not available at press time.  I’ve 

a feeling we are behind on our goal, so 

please remember we can count 

contributions received thru the May State 

Convention to this Lodge year. 

CHEMPI   https://chea-elks.org/major-

project/             

Piggy Bank Tally Through March 2020 

Millennium Club 
Kirk Brown 
Michael Cosby 
Harlan Moore 
 
Century Club 
Auburn # 1691 PER Assoc. (2) 
Auburn Elks Bar 
Dave Provan 
Harvey Eisley 
Rick Sutherland  
Bill Rowe 
Leonard Ferretti (2) 
Dick Robart 
Wayne Barrackman (2) 
Mike Bashore 

Gary Cupler 
Cynthia Ray 
Bill Chelonis 
Tom Eastman 
Auburn # 1691 Bar Pig 
Jimmie Lewis 
Anna G Miller (4) 
Gene Henggeler 
Bill Costa 
James Peters 
Yvonne Edwards 
Garry Sanchez 
Denny Bacon 
Jack Meylink 
Marv Fetzer 
Jess Thompson 
Bob Souza 
Rex Gouldthread 
Hugh Allen 
 
 
 
52 Club 
Joe Mathe 
Dennis Koehn 

52 Club 
Joe Mathe 
Dennis Koehn 
Michael Bielski 
Anna Anderson 
Harry Bedell 
Diana Campbell 
Paula Celick 
Ralph Franzen 
Linda Wismar  
Kathy Madeiros 
John Madeiros 
Bob Oles 
Steve Murchel 
Jim Harris 
Gene Vogel 
Phil Bettencourt 
Sharon Bettencourt 
 

Pool Tournament Results for February 
 
Feb 5th  
1st Rick DeKnoop/Rex Gouldthread  
2nd Jack Meylink/Bill McPeak  
3rd Ron Ruskaff/Dave McGuire  
Attendees: 
Ernie Egglink/Bill Costa  
KJ/Manny Martinez  
Don Council/Roger Imsdahl  
Bill Nordstrom/Al Hewitt  
Wayne Helley/Chuck Cooper  
 
Feb 12th 
1st Chuck Cooper/Jack Meylink  
2nd Rick DeKnoop/KJ 
3rd Bill McPeak/Gary Hubbard  
Attendees: 
Roger Imsdahl/Bill Costa  
Don Council/Manny Martinez  
Mike Cosby/Wayne Helley  
Rex Gouldthread/Dave McGuire  
 
 

 

Feb 19th 
1st Garry Hubbard/Bill Costa  
2nd Ron Ruskaff/Wayne Helley  
3rd Don Council/Mike Cosby  
Attendees: 
Rex Gouldthread/Bill McPeak  
Jim Mullenix/Al Hewitt  
Roger Imsdahl/KJ 
Chuck Cooper/Rick DeKnoop  
 
Feb 26th 
1st Rick DeKnoop/Jack Meylink  
2nd Rex Gouldthread  
3r! d Remy Giannini/KJ 
Attendees: 
Manny Martinez/Don Council  
Roger Imsdahl/Jimmy Mullinix  
Bill Costa/Mike Cosby  
Garry Hubbard/Chuck Cooper  
Ron Ruskaff/Ernie Egglink 
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ADVERTISING RATES: 

MEMBERS: $80.00 per year 

Non Members: $200.00 per year 

12 issues to 850 members monthly 

*Business Card size advertisement 

*Website Exposure 

Call Tom Hart for Advertising 530-367-3577 

 

Call Tom (916) 995-3127 

MESSAGE FROM THE AUBURN BUILDING HALL CO., INC. 
 
The Annual meeting of A.B.H. Co., Inc. will be rescheduled.  
 
Proposals are for the year 2020-2021. 
 
(A) "Summary of Proposed Rental Improvement Plan” 
(B) "Summary of Proposed Estimates of Income, Profit, and 
Expenditures” 
(C) "Summary of Funds" 
 
Auburn Building Hall Co., Inc. President 
Manny Martinez 
530-886-8269 
krismanny@yahoo.com 
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The Elks 

Creed - 1904 
One of several 'Elks 

creeds' created around 

the turn of the 20th 

century. This one had a 

little damage on it and 

the word 'respect' 

marred. 
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