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EXALTED RULER MESSAGE – JOHN MADEIROS 
 
My first trip to Chicago was very exciting and rewarding.  It is the home of Grand Lodge, where Elkdom 
thrives.  Such a mind-opening trip to learn more about our heritage.  With this new knowledge behind me, I plan to 
share with the Lodge what I have learned from the seminars I attended over the next couple of months, with all of 
you during Lodge meetings.  Also, being a baseball fan since I was a little kid, seeing one of the oldest stadiums still 
in use, Wrigley Field, home of the Chicago Cubs, was thrilling just to be there. 
Over the last few years, recognizing those members who volunteer their time has gone by the wayside.  I am 
bringing back “The Elk of the Month” program to show appreciation for those who have given up their precious 
time to come into the Lodge to help when needed. 
To do so, I am offering our valued volunteers a gift certificate of their choice, to be used for any lunch or dinner put 
on by the Lodge as a “Thank you”.  The certificate will have a one-time value of up to $40.  The winner's name will 
be announced during the first Lodge meeting of each month throughout the year. 
My monthly officers' meetings have been very successful in keeping communications up to date as to our agenda 
for the year.  The meetings are not just for officers but are open to any member who has ideas they want to share 
to help us promote the Lodge to the community or its operations.  Our meeting is always on the first Monday of 
each month at 6 p.m., unless otherwise noted in an Email Blast of a change to the schedule.  Any member is also 
welcome to the House Committee meetings, which are held twice a month to share any ideas or concerns that you 
might have. 
 
See you at the Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
John Madeiros 
Exalted Ruler 
 



ESTEEMED LOYAL KNIGHT – AMY BROOKS 
 

Keeping Cool and Giving Back: July with Your Loyal 
Knight 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
July is officially here, bringing the peak of summer heat. My 
station represents JUSTICE, which reminds us to stay balanced, 
treat others with respect, and remain dedicated to our 
community even during the busy vacation season. 
 
Our Lodge is the perfect place to cool off, relax, and connect 
with your Elks family.  Thank you to everyone who keeps our 
Lodge running smoothly through the summer months.  
 
Stay safe, stay hydrated, and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Amy Brooks 
Esteemed Loyal Knight 
 

   The Auburn-Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin is published 

monthly by 

Auburn-Grass Valley Lodge # 538 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

Business Hours 

Wednesday:  10:30-3:30 
Thursday:  On Lodge Meeting nights 3-7:30PM 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-906-8133 

538bulletin@gmail.com 

           Elks Lodge Officers 
 
Exalted Ruler    John Madeiros 

Esteemed Leading Knight  Craig Collom 

Esteemed Loyal Knight   Amy Brooks 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight  Layla Schackner 

Secretary    Bill Chelonis 

Treasurer    Chris Locken 

Chaplain    Larry LaVerne 

Esquire    Mike Kochis 

Inner Guard    Jim Darnell 

Tiler     June Darnell 

Organist    Christy Mata 

1 Year Trustee -  Peggy Word 
2 Year Trustee -  Paula Celick 
3 Year Trustee -  Terry Houk 
4 Year Trustee -  Jack Meylink 
5 Year Trustee -  Tasha Valenzuela 
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From the Desk of the Secretary – Bill Chelonis 
 
 

 
 
A few items of interest while a member is filling 
out an application for a new prospective member:  

Proposers should put their NAME, ADDRESS, and PHONE Number 
and SIGN the “front side” of the application. They should also on 
the “Back side” fill in the section that says “PROPOSER” and sign 
that as well. Many Proposers are NOT doing this. 
Prospective Member: The proposer should make sure the 
prospective candidate fills out the application COMPLETELY and 
signs and dates it.  
I am finding many applications not completed properly, and I have 
to return them to the proposer and/or prospective candidate to 
complete. This delays the process of the new prospective member 
from becoming a member. The candidate also needs to pay $75 for 
the application fee. We are finding that many are not doing this, 
and it delays the process of bringing in new members. 
 
As always, if you need to get a hold of me call my cell phone (530-
570-8896) or email me b.chelonis@att.net and I will be more than 
happy to assist you. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER,  
Lodge Secretary 

 
 
 

 

 

LODGE BYLAWS 
Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available online at 
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538 
 
A username and password are required, and access through this link 
is restricted to Lodge members only.  Members who don’t yet have a 
Password may register by giving their membership number and name 
To Grand Lodge online at: 
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 

 

http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:538bulletin@gmail.com
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm
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Elks Crying Corner 
 
The following members can start crying for not attending a lodge 
meeting.  
Why? Because their name(s) were drawn and they were not present 
to receive the money: 
 
May 28, 2026 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was won by Gary Nowak and donated 
to the Major Project/Purple Pig. 
 
June 2026 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Jerry Buck 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Robert Huntington 
The jackpot drawing of $57 was lost by Paul Ferreira 
 
It pays to attend a Lodge meeting. Meetings are on the Second and 
Fourth Thursday of the  
month. Dinner is at 6:00 pm and the meeting starts at 7:00 pm.  
 

LEADING KNIGHT – CRAIG COLLOM  
 
Fellow Elk Members, 
My two biggest reasons for joining the Elks were: 

1) To help serve the town where I live. 

2) To establish friendships in this community by spending time 

with people at “the club”. 

Our Exalted Ruler and his Officer Corp are doing their best to get us 

better plugged into our town(s).  However, it is up to you and me to 

get to know each other at our club. 

Since I joined in September of 2019, I have met many Elks who 

joined the Lodge before me.  Also, over the past several years, as I 

have worked my way “through the chairs” (rising through the officer 

ranks), I have had the pleasure of meeting many new members at 

their initiation.  Additionally, it has been nice to see and meet many 

of you at various events this year. However, I am sure there remain 

members that I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting.  So, the 

next time you are in the Lodge, I would love it if we could say hello.   

Our Lodge offers us a special opportunity for establishing lifelong 

friendships that not all members of our communities have...  I need 

to correct that statement.  All members of our community can have 

the same opportunity.  However, they must join our organization 

first.  Let’s all make time to stop into the Lodge and say hello to each 

other.  Let’s also work to grow our Lodge by inviting others to join 

what we have and wish to share.  I look forward to seeing you at the 

Lodge. 

 

Fraternally, 

Craig Collom, Leading Knight 
 

ESTEEMED LECTURING KNIGHT – LAYLA SCHACKNER 
 

Sickness and Distress 
 
Remember in your prayers the people of our Lodge 
who are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering, or 
homebound, and cherish the memories of those 
spirits that have flown 
 
Especially, 
 
Sue Kirk, who is recovering from surgery. We wish 
her a speedy recovery 
 
Lisa Haynes, who is going through radiation to stop a 
benign tumor from advancing.  Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to her during this challenging time.  
 
Gordon Murdoch is currently in hospice care. Please 
send your thoughts and prayers to him and his loved 
ones. 
 
Candy Kelleher had a hip injury but says she is feeling 
better. Please continue to send this long-time 
member your healing thoughts and prayers. 
 
Lodge of Sorrow 
 
PDDGER Manny Martinez passed away on June 
21.  He will leave a hole in our hearts. 
I have attached the address for your convenience to 
send cards to the family. 
 
The Family of PDDGER Manny Martinez 
5005 Bradford Way 
Rocklin, CA 95765 
 
Should you hear of anyone experiencing sickness or 
distress, please convey that information to me so 
that I can reach out on behalf of the Lodge to see if 
we can aid in any way, even if that aid is only to 
hold fellow members in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
My contact information is laylaanne@me.com or 
(530)400-7074 
 
Sincerely, 
LayLa Schackner  
Esteemed Lecturing Knight  
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DONATIONS FOR BIRTHDAY DINNER RAFFLE 
 
Please consider donating new or handmade items for the raffle 
at the Birthday Dinners.  
Contact LayLa Schackner at laylaanne@me.com or (530)400-7074 
if you have any questions or an item to donate. 

 
 

CLEANING OUT YOUR CLOSET? 
 
Auburn Seventh-Day Adventist Church  Community Services 
desperately needs men’s clothing and shoes. Specifically, men’s sizes 
include Medium & Large shirts and pants, sizes 30 to 36. Please drop 
off at the back of the church at 12225 Rock Creek Road, Auburn, on 
Mondays or Tuesdays from 9:am to 1:00 pm.  This church is a food 
bank and clothing distribution center. They also provided showers and 
meals for the homeless and those in need. Thank you in advance. 
 

LODGE CLEAN-UP REMINDER  
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup is on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00 am. The next one is on Wednesday – July 1st. 
 
In June, we did some general cleanup inside & outside, cleaned and 
dusted all fans, vacuumed carpets, cleaned coffee bar area, cleaned 
windows, cleaned the floor drains, and much more. 

The Lodge would like to thank the members who worked in May.  
The misplaced list was found.  PER Dick Robart, Leading Knight 
Craig Collom, Lecturing Knight LayLa Schackner, Jim Harris, Kevin 
Tiernan, John Marcella, and Cliff Goodson. 

The Lodge would also like to thank the members who worked in 
June.  PER Dick Robart, Leading Knight Craig Collom, PER/Trustee 
Jack Meylink, Kevin Tiernam, Jim Harris, Charles Hants, John 
Marcella, and John Crawford. 

Turnout was better but we could use more people. PLEASE !!!!!!  
Come out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-906-1945 cell or text   
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
 

mailto:lib.dick.robart@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY POOL TOURNAMENT 

May 6th. 
1st.   Chuck Cooper 
2nd. Gary Hubbard & Graig Collom 
3rd. K.J. & Bill Costa 
Attendees: 
Julie Thomas 
Don Council 
Nancy Cremarosa 
Mike Cosby 
 
May 13th. 
1st.   Bill Costa & Gary Hubbard  
2nd. Jack Meylink & K.J. 
3rd.  Mike Cosby & Rick DeKnoop  
Attendees: 
Nancy Cremarosa  
Julia Thomas  
 
May 20th. 
1st.   Bill Costa & Julia Thomas  
2nd. Chuck Cooper & Rick DeKnoop  
3rd. Nancy Cremarosa & Bobbi Clement 
Attendees: 
Gary Hubbard & Don Council  
 
May 28th. 
1st.   Bobbi Clement & Mike Cosby  
2nd. Nancy Cremarosa & Gary Hubbard  
3rd. Chuck Cooper & Julia Thomas  
Attendees: 
Jack Meylink  
Bill Costa  
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History of the Elks Lodge 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks (BPOE), commonly 
known as the Elks Lodge, is one of the largest fraternal and charitable 
organizations in the United States. It was founded on February 16, 1868, 
in New York City by a group of 15 actors, entertainers, and theater 
professionals led by Charles Vivian.  

Origins: The "Jolly Corks" 

Before becoming the Elks, the group was known as the Jolly Corks, a 
private social club formed by performers who wanted a place to gather and 
support one another. After the death of one member left his family in 
financial hardship, the group decided to create a more formal organization 
dedicated not only to fellowship but also to helping members and their 
families in times of need.  

Becoming the Elks 

When the organization was officially established in 1868, members voted 
on a new name and selected the Elk as their symbol. The elk was chosen 
because it represented strength, dignity, and fraternity. The organization 
adopted four guiding principles: 

• Charity  
• Justice  
• Brotherly Love  
• Fidelity  

These principles remain the foundation of the Elks today.  

Growth Across America 

The Elks grew rapidly during the late 1800s and early 1900s. As members 
traveled across the country, they established new lodges in other cities. 
The organization eventually received a charter authorizing the creation of 
local lodges throughout the United States.  

By the early 20th century, Elks Lodges had become important community 
centers, hosting social events, charitable activities, and civic programs. 
Many lodge buildings became prominent landmarks in their communities.  

Community Service and Patriotism 

The Elks are known for supporting: 

• Veterans and active-duty military  
• Scholarships for students  
• Youth programs  
• Drug awareness education  
• Community assistance projects  

The organization also played a major role in promoting Flag Day. The 
Elks began observing Flag Day in 1908, helping inspire its recognition as a 
national observance. Later, President Harry S. Truman, who was an Elk 
member, signed legislation making Flag Day an official observance in 
1949.  

The Elks Today 

Today, the Elks have approximately 1,800 lodges and hundreds of 
thousands of members nationwide. Their motto is: 

"Elks Care — Elks Share." 

The organization continues to focus on charitable giving, community 
service, veteran support, and youth development.  
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                                         JOIN THE ELKS RV CLUB 

 
The ELKS RV club is always looking for new members.  For 

fun outings and the chance to get to better know your fellow 

Elks members, contact Club President Harold McCoy at 

(530)346-8672 or thereelmccoys87@gmail.com 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
01  Berry, Brian  
01  Fox, Thomas M  
02  Lloyd, Roger E 
02  Schmeck, Mark 
05  Gruber, Joseph 
07  Manning, Kevin 
08  Keller, Sonja 
08  Long, Jim 
10  Vasilakos, Peter 
11  Chelonis, William M 
11  Gregory, Dennis H 
12  Cremarosa, Nancy Ann 
12  Gray, Cheryl A 
15  Crutchfield, Dan E 
15  Malmgren, G J 
15  Ross, Paul W  
16  Kramer, Glen H 
17  Scherer, Eugene 
18  Kain, Paul 
20  Harris, James D 
20  Morrow, Tom 
21  Jones, Paul 
21  Strobel, Ernest J 
22  Almeida, Joe 
24  Arnold, Kathleen Rae 
25  LeVine, Robert Bob 
25  Rowland, Nancy A 
26  Barrington, Gaylord 
26  LaVerne, Lawrence H 
27  Roumage, Vic 
29  Hubbard, Nadine 
29  Mathe, Joe F 
30  Klein, Paul C 
30  Naffz, Gregory 
30  Thomas, William R 
31  Bobson, Pamela 
31  Martin, Kenneth 
31  McClernon, James Mitchell 
31  Scott, Wesley A 
31  Sipe, Michael A 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  
 
01  de Knoop, Richard A 
01  Harmon, Martine D  
02  Graybill, William 
02  Kubik, Thomas D 
03  Gosch, Gordon R 

05  Ziegler, John Floyd 

07  Ingalls, Kevin 

07  Schackner, Layla 

10  Arnold, Raymond 

10  Jacobsen, Rodney 

10  Murschel, Elizabeth 

10  Tooker, David B 

13  Moore, Martin C 

18  Eshbaugh, Mark 

19  Collom, Craig David 

19  Hanks, Billy R 

21  Barber, Michael E 

21  Jarnagin, Ron 'Fuzzy' 

21  Merchant, Mike 

21  Patino, Arthur R 

21  Rau, Peter G 

22  Pratt, John A 

23  Bodick, Steven A 

23  Caamano, George 

23  Chaix, Dave 

23  Knowles, Raymond 

23  Picaman, Jerry A 

25  Hicks, Randall 

25  Landry, David J 

26  Amick, John W 

26  Cassell, George 

26  Fox, Mikell K 
26  Goodson, Clifford 
27  Darnell, June 
27  Eisenhut, John C 
27  Lombardo, Albert 
28  Bisson, Bill B 

28  Ferguson, Loren 

28  Jenanyan, Elaine R 

30  Ringor, Richard 

31  Orlove, Jack 

 

mailto:thereelmccoys87@gmail.com


 

  



 

 


