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EXALTED RULER MESSAGE – JOHN MADEIROS 
 
My second month, May, as your Exalted Ruler, has come and gone.  A very busy time with District Ritual Contest at Calpine Lodge the first 
weekend of May.  Craig Collom, Leading Knight, and Layla Schackner, Lecturing Knight, took 1st place, and Amy Brooks came in second at 
Loyal Knight.  A great time was had by all who attended from our lodge, meeting old friends and making new ones.  It’s always nice to see 
what other lodges are doing in our district. 
 
The California-Hawaii Elks Convention in Palm Springs was, as you would expect, hot and windy.  But aside from that, the seminars I 
participated in were very informative for learning about Drug Awareness programs, Essay contests, and Veterans programs.  I brought home 
many brochures to share with our Lodge. 
 
The 40th Annual Public Safety Awards dinner was a great success.  Many First Responders, Fire and Police Departments from Placer County, as 
well as Elk members, came in full force for a nice Lasagna dinner.  There just isn’t enough that we can do for those who protect us. 
 
There were also two special presentations made during the Awards Ceremony.  Recognized was David Provan, District Leader, for his 
contribution to our lodge for his many years of service and leadership to Elkdom and our Public Servants.  The other presentation was for 
Gary Kirk, Battalion Chief of Forest Hills Fire Department and Elk member, for his community service and dedication to keeping us safe in our 
lodge. 
 
For both of these special presentations, there will be a plaque mounted under the Flag in the dining room for all to see. 
 
June will be a busy month also, so let’s get rolling. 
 
See you all in the lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
John Madeiros 
Exalted Ruler 

 



ESTEEMED LOYAL KNIGHT – AMY BROOKS 
 
Get Involved This Month! 
New events and service opportunities are right around the 
corner.  We need your unique ideas to keep our momentum 
growing.  Please attend our upcoming meeting to share your 
voice.  Let us continue working together to make a lasting 
difference. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Amy Brooks 
Esteemed Loyal Knight 
 

   The Auburn-Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin is published 

monthly by 

Auburn-Grass Valley Lodge # 538 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

Business Hours 

Wednesday:  10:30-3:30 
Thursday:  On Lodge Meeting nights 3-7:30PM 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-906-8133 

538bulletin@gmail.com 

           Elks Lodge Officers 
 
Exalted Ruler    John Madeiros 

Esteemed Leading Knight  Craig Collom 

Esteemed Loyal Knight   Amy Brooks 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight  Layla Schackner 

Secretary    Bill Chelonis 

Treasurer    Chris Locken 

Chaplain    Larry LaVerne 

Esquire    Mike Kochis 

Inner Guard    Jim Darnell 

Tiler     June Darnell 

Organist    Christy Mata 
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Elks Crying Corner 
 
The following members can start crying for not attending a 
lodge meeting.  
Why? Because their name(s) were drawn and they were not 
present to receive the money: 
 
Apr 23, 2026 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Pat Waikel 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Cynthia Ray 
The jackpot drawing of $179 was lost by Lloyd Fincher 
 
May 14, 2026 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Mike Cosby 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Dan Crutchfield 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Craig Cesarin 
 
It pays to attend a lodge meeting. Meetings are the Second and 
Fourth Thursday of the month. Dinner is 6:00 pm and the 
meeting starts at 7:00 pm.  
 

LEADING KNIGHT – CRAIG COLLOM  
 
Lodge Members, 

In attending the State Convention this year, I was reminded of the great 
service the Elks provide to children with disabilities via CHEMPI (California 
Hawaii Major Project Inc).  As the Leading Knight, a key activity for me is 
fostering communication about and raising funds for the major project. 
 
For the Elk’s 2025/2026 year, the California and Hawaii Lodges, plus the 
ENF (Elks National Foundation), donated $4,867,529.67 to the Purple Pig to 
help children in need.  Our Lodge donated $8,648.50 or $17.87 “per capita” 
(Latin for “by heads”) or simply “per person”.  Thank you for your 
donations. 
 
However, I am sure we can do better in the Elk’s 2026/2027 year. Because 
last year, some members contributed more than the “per capita” while 
others did not participate.  I am asking every member to contribute to the 
Purple Pig this year.  Furthermore, I would like to set a goal of $25 per 
member ($3,500 more than last year) with a stretch goal of $30 per 
member (close to $6000 more than last year).  Even if you can’t contribute 
$25 or $30, any amount greater than $0 is helpful.  If we all give a little, we 
can have a big impact for children in need. 
 
Thank you for supporting our Lodge and the Purple Pig. 
 

Fraternally, 

Craig Collom, Leading Knight 

 

 
 

5th Year Trustee – Terry Houk 

4th Year Trustee –  Paula Celick 

3rd Year Trustee -  Peggy Word 

2nd Year Trustee – Jack Meylink  

1st Year Trustee –  Tasha Valenzuela 

 

http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:538bulletin@gmail.com


LODGE CLEAN-UP REMINDER  
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup is on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00 am. The next one is on Wednesday – June 3rd. 
 
In May, we did some general cleanup inside & outside, cleaned and 
dusted all fans, vacuumed carpets, cleaned coffee bar area, cleaned 
windows, cleaned the floor drains, and much more. 

The Lodge would like to thank the members who worked in May, but 
SORRY I misplaced the list.  

Turnout was better but we could use more people. PLEASE !!!!!!  
Come out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-906-1945 cell or text   
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
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From the Desk of the Secretary – Bill Chelonis 
 
 

As many of you know, one problem that occurs from 
time to time is that a delinquent member wishes to 
attend a function. 

  
According to GL Statutes 14.130, opinion #2: 
Delinquent members are not allowed to attend any Elk function 
nor have access to the facilities, even as a guest of a fellow Elk.  
Also, GL Statutes 14.190:  An unaffiliated Elk (or member who 
dropped their membership) may not visit any Elks lodge or facility.  
 
As of June 1st, we have 69 members who are still delinquent in 
paying their 2026-2027 dues of $179. If you are one of the 69 who 
have not paid, please write a check to “Auburn-Grass Valley Elks 
Lodge” with your membership number in the Memo (lower left of 
the check) and drop it off at the lodge or mail it to us: 
 
195 Pine St. 
Auburn, CA. 95603 
 
As always, if you need to get a hold of me call my cell phone (530-
570-8896) or email me b.chelonis@att.net and I will be more than 
happy to assist you. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER,  
Lodge Secretary 
 
 

 

 

ESTEEMED LECTURING KNIGHT – LAYLA SCHACKNER 

  Sickness and Distress 
 
Remember in your prayers the people of our Lodge 
who are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering, or 
homebound, and cherish the memories of those 
spirits that have flown 
 
Especially, 
 
Ron Harmon, who passed away on April 27, 2026, at 
the age of 96 years young. His life was one of service, 
dedication, friendship, and commitment to his 
country, his community, and the people he loved. 
 
For more information, please click the link here to 
read his complete history.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11c6ur1W6Oq
10KbLE-EFdoHr-1R-
RSC6WkRZ7ScFJtXc/edit?usp=drivesdk 
 
Ron’s Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, June 
7, 2026, in Auburn. Those who knew Ron and would 
like to attend are asked to contact Daphne Harmon 
at daphnesplace@aim.com. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that you 
consider purchasing a wreath in Ron’s honor through 
Wreaths Across America. Information will be 
available at the Lodge by Thursday, May 14, or you 
may contact LayLa Schackner or Paula Celick directly. 
Order forms are in the lodge  
 
Brenda McCoy, beloved wife of 39 years to Elks 
member Harold McCoy, passed away peacefully on 
May 19th.  Brenda had been facing complications 
following surgery to repair a broken pelvis. Our 
thoughts are with Harold and their family during this 
difficult time. 
 
Peggy Word has fallen and dislocated her shoulder. 
Keep her in your prayers  
 
Should you hear of anyone experiencing sickness or 
distress, please convey that information to me so 
that I can reach out on behalf of the Lodge to see if 
we can aid in any way, even if that aid is only to 
hold fellow members in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
My contact information is laylaanne@me.com or 
(530)400-7074 
 
Sincerely, 
LayLa Schackner  
Esteemed Lecturing Knight  
 

mailto:lib.dick.robart@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11c6ur1W6Oq10KbLE-EFdoHr-1R-RSC6WkRZ7ScFJtXc/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11c6ur1W6Oq10KbLE-EFdoHr-1R-RSC6WkRZ7ScFJtXc/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11c6ur1W6Oq10KbLE-EFdoHr-1R-RSC6WkRZ7ScFJtXc/edit?usp=drivesdk
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DONATIONS FOR BIRTHDAY DINNER RAFFLE 
 
Please consider donating new or handmade items to be 
raffled off at the Birthday Dinners. Contact Lisa Haynes at 
916-201-0715 if you have any questions or an item to 
donate. 

 
 

LODGE BYLAWS 
Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available online at 
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538 
 
A username and password are required, and access through this link is 
restricted to Lodge members only.  Members who don’t yet have a 
Password may register by giving their membership number and name To 
Grand Lodge online at: 
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 

 

CLEANING OUT YOUR CLOSET? 
 
Auburn Seventh-Day Adventist Church  Community Services desperately 
needs men’s clothing and shoes. Specifically, men’s sizes include 
Medium & Large shirts and pants, sizes 30 to 36. Please drop off at the 
back of the church at 12225 Rock Creek Road, Auburn, on Mondays or 
Tuesdays from 9:am to 1:00 pm.  This church is a food bank and clothing 
distribution center. They also provided showers and meals for the 
homeless and those in need. Thank you in advance. 
 

http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Flag Day in the United States 

Flag Day is celebrated annually on June 14 to honor the adoption of the U.S. 
flag by the Second Continental Congress in 1777. 
Date and Significance 
Flag Day commemorates June 14, 1777, when the Continental Congress 
passed the Flag Resolution, designating the flag as 13 alternating red and 
white stripes and 13 white stars on a blue canton to represent the original 13 
colonies Wikipedia+1. The resolution was passed during the Revolutionary 
War, when the colonies needed a unified national symbol. 
Observances 
While not an official federal holiday, Flag Day is marked each year by: 

• Flying the U.S. flag on public and private properties during the week 
of June 14 Britannica. 

• National Flag Week proclamations by the president Britannica. 
• Educational events, flag displays, and patriotic activities in schools 

and communities. 
• Some states, like Pennsylvania, observe it as a state 

holiday Wikipedia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Corner 
 
On May 15, 16, & 17, several Elks and family members volunteered at Auburn’s Gold Country Pro Rodeo. They worked at the 
main gate and as servers in the bleachers and the food services area.  Our help was greatly appreciated, and the rodeo staff 
hopes that Elks volunteering at the rodeo can become an annual practice. 
 
On May 16th, several Elks and family members participated in an event at the Nevada County Airport.  They served pancakes 
and sausages to attendees, veterans, and volunteers at the event.  Over 250 meals were served in a matter of hours.  It was a 
great opportunity to view aircraft and war memorial displays and hear stories of the past. 
 
This event aligned with one of our primary goals for the year: increasing our presence in the community.  When reaching out 
into the community, we may need to rely on resources and their willingness to be of assistance for the success of the event.   
 
Chermak’s Custom Cabinets graciously donated the use of their enclosed trailer, which was a key component in making this 
veteran’s appreciation breakfast a reality.  Special thanks to Peggy Word for providing some of the specialty equipment, and 
to David Landry for collecting, delivering, and working behind the scenes with the county’s requirements.  Then the even 
bigger task was to return everything that was borrowed. 
 
"So long as there are veterans, the Elks will never forget them". 
 
We look forward to serving our community and our veterans when there is a need.  Bring your thoughts and ideas forward; 
this team of Auburn-Grass Valley Elks is here to help! 
 

APRIL POOL TOURNAMENT 

April 1st. 
1st.   Don Council & Gary Hubbard 
2nd. K.J. & Julia Thomas 
3rd. Chuck Cooper & Nancy Cremarosa 
Attendees: 
Bill Costa 
Mike Cosby 
 
April 8th. 
1st.   K.J. 
2nd. Don Council 
3rd. Nancy Cremarosa 
Attendees: 
Bill Costa 
Chuck Cooper 
Jeff Gadberry 
Rick DeKnoop 
Gary Hubbard 
 
April 15th.    
1st.   Nancy Cremarosa & Mike Cosby 
2nd. Bill Costa & Julia Thomas 
3rd.  Chuck Cooper & Rick DeKnoop 
Attendees: 
K.J. 
Gary Hubbard 
 
April 29th. 
1st.    Chuck Cooper 
2nd.  Nancy Cremarosa & Bill Costa 
3rd.  Rick DeKnoop & Gary Hubbard 
Attendees: 
Jack Meylink 
Julia Thomas 
Don Council 
K.J. 
 

APRIL SHUFFLEBOARD 

April 1st 
1st: Jan Quarry & Ann Council 
2nd: Sue Kirk 
3rd: Barbara Hewitt & Ellen Whitty 
Attendees: Kris Cosby, Julie Pollock, Nadine Hubbard, & Mabel Schuettge 
 
April 8th 
1st: Moe Borg 
2nd: Julie Pollock 
3rd: Jan Quarry 
Attendees: Sally Imsdahl, Michelle Ellison, & Sue Kirk 
 
April 15th 
No shuffleboard 
 
April 22nd 
No shuffleboard 
 
April 29th 
No shuffleboard 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Day_%28United_States%29
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Flag-Day
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Flag-Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Day_%28United_States%29
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                                         JOIN THE ELKS RV CLUB 

 
The ELKS RV club is always looking for new members.  For 

fun outings and the chance to get to better know your fellow 

Elks members, contact Club President Harold McCoy at 

(530)346-8672 or thereelmccoys87@gmail.com 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
01  Miller, Mark Ralph 

02  Hunter, Emita 

03  Perkins, David 

04  DeWolf, Steven Lloyd  

05  Zander, William  

06  Meek, Walter  

08  Slover, Robert C  

09  Bashore, Mike  

09  Blanscet, Donald R  

09  Letcher, Jim  

09  Vitello, Michael A  

10  Diaz, Robert  

10  Henricks, Kevin M  

11  Murschel, Stephen  

11  Watson, Les  

12  Meade, Stephen C  

13  Baldoni, Dan  

13  Crawford, John W  

16  Koehn, Dennis L  

16  Lacer, Jerry W  

18  Ross, John   

19  Cosby, Michael  

19  Costa, William F  

20  Berlin-Douglass, Valarie  

21  Gouldthread, Rex  

23  Smith, Mark A  

24  Coon, Robert  

24  Jordan, Lawrence A  

24  Wakefield, Shawn  

24  Williams, Sylvester Sal  

26  Rogers, Rhonda  

28  Edwards, Yvonne  

29  Madeiros, Kathy  

29  Weber, Darol D  

30  Haynes, Lisa G  

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
01  Berry, Brian  

01  Fox, Thomas M  

02  Lloyd, Roger E 

02  Schmeck, Mark 

05  Gruber, Joseph 

07  Manning, Kevin 

08  Keller, Sonja 

08  Long, Jim 

10  Vasilakos, Peter 

11  Chelonis, William M 

11  Gregory, Dennis H 

12  Cremarosa, Nancy Ann 

12  Gray, Cheryl A 

15  Crutchfield, Dan E 

15  Malmgren, G J 

15  Ross, Paul W  

16  Kramer, Glen H 

17  Scherer, Eugene 

18  Kain, Paul 

20  Harris, James D 

20  Morrow, Tom 

21  Jones, Paul 

21  Strobel, Ernest J 

22  Almeida, Joe 

24  Arnold, Kathleen Rae 

25  LeVine, Robert Bob 

25  Rowland, Nancy A 

26  Barrington, Gaylord 

26  LaVerne, Lawrence H 

27  Roumage, Vic 

29  Hubbard, Nadine 

29  Mathe, Joe F 

30  Klein, Paul C 

30  Naffz, Gregory 

30  Thomas, William R 

31  Bobson, Pamela 

31  Martin, Kenneth 

31  McClernon, James Mitchell 

31  Scott, Wesley A 

31  Sipe, Michael A 

 

mailto:thereelmccoys87@gmail.com


 

  



 

 


