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DONATIONS FOR BIRTHDAY DINNER RAFFLE 
 
Please consider donating new or handmade items to be raffled off at the 
Birthday Dinners. Contact Lisa Haynes at 916-201-0715 if you have any 
questions or an item to donate. 

 
 



 

LODGE CLEAN-UP REMINDER 
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup is on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00 am. The next one is on Wednesday – January 7th. 
 
In December, we did some general cleanup inside & outside, cleaned, 
dusted, and dusted all fans, cleaned bar, worked on Christmas 
Decorations, vacuumed carpets, cleaned coffee bar area, cleaned 
windows, cleaned windows in the men’s restroom, cleaned the floor 
drains, and much more. 

The Lodge would like to thank the members who worked in November: 
PER Dick Robart, PER Jack Meylink, Loyal Knight Craig Collom, John 
Crawford, John & Carrie Bottarini, Jim Harris, Kevin Tiernan, John 
Gubbels, Lisa Haynes and Charles Hants. 
 
Turnout was BETTER! We could use more people. PLEASE !!!!!!  Come 
out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-906-1945 cell or text   
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
 
 

   The Auburn-Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin is published 

monthly by 

Auburn-Grass Valley Lodge # 538 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

Business Hours 

Wednesday:  10:30-3:30 
Thursday:  On Lodge Meeting nights 3-7:30PM 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-887-1638 

genfreak@pacbell.net 

 

 

                 Elks Lodge Officers 
 
Exalted Ruler                     Jim Darnell 

Leading Knight       Kathy Maderios  

Loyal Knight                       Craig D. Collom 

Lecturing Knight                Amy Brooks 

Secretary                            William M Chelonis 

Treasurer                            John A Madeiros 

Tiler                                      June Darnell 

Esquire                                Charles J Cooper 

Chaplain                              Larry LaVerne 

Inner Guard                        Bill Costa 

Organist                               Christy Mata 

Trustee - One Year             Patricia Hall 

Trustee - Two-Year            Terry Houk 

Trustee - Three-Year         Paula Celick 

Trustee - Four Year            Peggy Word 

Trustee - Five-Year             Bill Convis 
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   From the Desk of the Secretary – Bill Chelonis 
 
It’s that time of year to publish the names of those who have not 
paid their 2025-2026 dues for the year. The following members 
will be dropped for nonpayment of dues by March 2025. 
According to GL Statutes 14.160, a member owing one year’s dues 
to the Lodge shall be dropped from the rolls prior to April 1st. If 
they read their name or a member knows these individuals, please 
contact them (or have them contact me) and make them aware of 
their past dues: 
 
Roy Fegard 
Thomas Hart 
Vickie Hobson 
Ken Kayl 
Elizabeth Lichti 
G J Malmgren 
Patty Mickleburgh 
Ronald Minyard 
Stephen Newsom 
William Threlkel 
Sharon Wagner 
Victor Wolfe 
 
As always, if you need to reach me, call my cell phone (530-570-
8896) or email me b.chelonis@att.net and I will be more than 
happy to assist you. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER,  
Lodge Secretary 
 

 

 

mailto:lib.dick.robart@gmail.com
http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net
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FROM THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 
The Lodge is having a great deal of trouble 
getting our members to volunteer for either 
outside or internal events.  It is critical that we 
have your support to make this Lodge 
successful and an enjoyable place for 
all.   There are many opportunities for you to 
help with the welfare of the Lodge.  As we 
keep calling on the same few people, they are 
indeed tired.  Please step up and help serve, 
set up, clean up, greet people at the door, 
cashier, and assist in any way you can.  When 
you get a call to help, please join in to make 
your Lodge successful.  This Lodge has fought 
hard to stand on its own; keep up the good 
work. 
 
The Lodge is also in need of a Kitchen 
Manager.  Pat Hall is stepping down from this 
position.  Trying to keep up with both the 
Kitchen Manager and Event Coordinator has 
become a strain on her health.  This is a 
volunteer position that oversees the kitchen's 
daily operations.  If you are interested in the 
kitchen manager position, please contact Jim 
Hawkswood at 530-913-3474.  Pat will 
continue as the Event Coordinator, and we 
want to thank her for her dedication. 
 
Sincerely, 
Members of the House Committee 
 

LEADING KNIGHT – KATHY MADEIROS 
 
It seems we are a month behind in letting you know what the Lodge is 
doing, but that is because our cutoff is in the middle of the month. 
I want to thank everyone who came out to decorate the Lodge for the 
Holidays.  It was a fun day, and the Lodge looks great.  I would also 
like to thank everyone who stepped up to decorate the float this 
year.   I especially want to thank Jack Meylink, John Bottarini, and 
Doug Milliken for covering the Lodge parking lot before the parade 
started.   Thinking outside the box once again, we made $600.50 from 
parade attendees who used our parking lot; the proceeds will go to 
the purple pig.   Then Jack jumped over to help Craig hold the banner 
for the Lodge in front of the float taking Santa down the entire 
route.   Driving the float was Mark Lund, and navigating was his 
beautiful wife, Debby Lund.   Lisa Haynes, her nephew Owen, and I 
walked alongside the float, greeting all the excited children and adults 
as Santa came into view.   I think there were more people at the 
parade than there are people who live in Auburn.  
Speaking of the Purple Pig, I would like to share some information on 
the Major Project or “Purple Pig”.  The Mission Statement is “The 
California-Hawaii Elks Major Project, Inc., a committee of the 
California -Hawaii Elks Association, which pledges its commitment to 
addressing the unmet needs of children with disabilities throughout 
the state of California and Hawaii by developing a program of 
supporting services to aid these children at no cost to the families and 
without discrimination.” 
In 1050, CHEA created an organization within to help children with 
disabilities.  The fundraising for CHEMPI is the Purple 
Pig.  IMPORTANT!! All donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE!!!  This unique 
program funds 32 paid therapists, speech therapists, and preschool 
vision screeners to help disabled children when no other organization 
can or will.  These therapists and screeners sometimes travel great 
distances to help children get the care they need.  Many times, the 
children in elementary schools will have testing such as hearing and 
vision, and these tests are able to catch medical problems early to 
help a child going forward in school.  
I would like to share our story.  John and I raised five sons, with a 
spread of 12 years between them.  Our youngest son was of small 
stature and had a lisp, which, at the time, many people thought was 
cute.  Come to find out, through a screening at school from the Elks, 
our son was 75% deaf in one ear.  He had a lisp because that was what 
he was able to hear.  At the time, we were grateful for the service, not 
knowing anything so many years ago about the Elks.  Here we are 
today, serving as volunteers for this amazing organization that not 
only helps children in need, but also, closer to home, our son when he 
was young.   
If you know and are interested in referring a child for therapy services 
or having a preschool vision screener visit your family's preschool, 
please contact Megan Macleod at mmacleodpt@chea-elks.org. 
Please put your change in the purple pigs on the tables at the Lodge or 
the ones at home.  Bring them in full on the first meeting in February 
and receive a free dinner in appreciation for your donation to the 
Major Project.  
 
  
Fraternally, 
Kathy Madeiros 
Leading Knight 
 

mailto:mmacleodpt@chea-elks.org


    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Remember in your prayers the people of our Lodge who 
are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering, or 
homebound....... 
 
 
Should you hear of anyone experiencing sickness or 
distress, please convey that information to me so that I 
can reach out on behalf of the Lodge to see if we can aid 
in any way, even if that aid is only to hold fellow 
members in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
My contact information is amybsvfc@gmail.com or 
(650) 787-4329. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Brooks 
Lecturing Knight 
 

Sickness and Distress 

LODGE BYLAWS 
Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available online at 
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538 
 
A username and password are required, and access through this 
link is restricted to Lodge members only.  Members who don’t yet 
have a Password may register by giving their membership number 
and name To Grand Lodge online at: 
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 
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Auburn – Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538 Scholarships for 
2025 -2026 

 
This year, there are two scholarships for seniors graduating in 
the Spring of 2026. The scholarship applications will be 
available beginning October 9, 2025. 
 
Seniors must send an email requesting an application to James 
Harris at jnvtoad@att.net. Applicants must indicate which 
scholarship they are applying for. However, seniors can apply 
for both. Applicants will receive one or both applications by 
return email. 
 
WIL THOMAS EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the seventh year for the Wil Thomas Educational 
Scholarship. This scholarship’s value is $1000.00 and is for 
family members of past or present members of the Auburn–
Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538. It is offered to seniors who plan to 
attend a university, college, or vocational school in the Fall of 
2026. 
 
CLIFFORD LOOBY SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the 20th year that the Looby Scholarship has been 
offered to graduating seniors planning to attend a university or 
college in the Fall of 2026. The value of this scholarship is 
$1250.00. The senior must be a child, stepchild, or grandchild 
of an active Elk in Auburn–Grass Valley Lodge 538. Previous 
winners of this scholarship have graduated from high schools 
in California (last year), Nevada, Oregon, and Washington. 
 
Questions regarding either scholarship should be directed to 
James Harris at jnvtoad@att.net.  
 
Again, applications will be available beginning October 9, 2025, 
and must be returned (POSTMARKED) by February 28, 2026. 
Do not return your application by EMAIL. 
Participants will receive the competition results in March 2026. 

Bulletin Pictures 

Please take pictures at the Elks Lodge Events 

 send to the   

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-887-1638 

genfreak@pacbell.net 
 

mailto:amybsvfc@gmail.com
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm
mailto:jnvtoad@att.net
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net


VETERANS CORNER 
 
Happy New Year 2026 to everyone.  I hope your 
Christmas and New Year's celebrations were joyous and 
rewarding to all.  With a new year comes our annual 
renewal of resolutions.  To be honest, I don't make new 
resolutions anymore.  Either I forget them, or I don't live 
up to them.  It's safer not to make any now.  Last year 
was a very productive year for this committee.  
 
On Tuesday, December 9, the committee presented 
$2500 in $50 Visa card certificates to the Veteran Services 
Officer for Placer County to be distributed to our 
homeless Veterans and to Veterans in financial 
straits.  $1,000 was passed on the floor of the Lodge to 
provide clothing, footwear, bedding, and other related 
items for the eight Veterans living in the Elks Events 
Center in Grass Valley.  There are nine apartments 
upstairs, of which eight are occupied by Veterans.  The 
funding will primarily come from a grant from Grand 
Lodge, and any additional funds will be paid for by the 
Lodge Veterans account.  I think we will have made 
Christmas a little bit brighter for many of the Veterans 
residing in Placer/Nevada counties.  I look forward to 
expanding our Visa gift card program to Nevada 
County.  We provide Target gift cards because there is a 
Target store in most communities.  Everything a person 
needs to live (food, clothing, medicine, etc.) can be 
purchased at your Target store at competitive prices.   
 
January is a month with little activity from your Veterans 
Committee, which can be a good thing.  One more thing, 
when beginning a project, if at first you don't succeed, 
look in the trash for the instructions. 
 
In conclusion, as you reflect on our Veterans serving 
around the world in harm's way, mention them in your 
nightly prayers.  Do not forget your family and friends, 
and those who are encountering sickness or distress.  God 
Bless America. 
 
Rudy Pelzman 
Chairman, Veterans Service Committee 
Email:  tahoeblue1946@gmail.com  Cell:  (916) 316-1530 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
  
               
               
      
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elks Crying Corner 
 
The following members can start crying for not 
attending a Lodge meeting. Why? Because their 
names were drawn, and they were not present to 
receive the money: 
 
Dec 11, 2025 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was lost by Kathleen 
Arnold 
The jackpot drawing of $149 was lost by Matt 
Carstensen 
 
 It pays to attend a Lodge meeting. Meetings are 
on the Second and Fourth Thursday of the  
 month. Dinner is at 6:00 pm, and the meeting 
starts at 7:00 pm.  
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Thank you volunteers for participating in the annual 
Auburn Festival of Lights parade.  The float was 
beautifully decorated and the parade was a huge success 
for many families because of people like you. 

mailto:tahoeblue1946@gmail.com
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POOL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Nov. 5th. 
 1st.   Chuck Cooper & Gary Hubbard 
 2nd. Julia Thomas & John Madeiros 
 3rd.  Nancy Cremarosa & Bill Costa 
 Attendees: 
 Rick DeKnoop & Don Council 
 
 Nov. 12th. 
 1st.   Jack Meylink & Nancy Cremarosa 
 2nd.  John Madeiros & Mike Cosby 
 3rd.  Chuck Cooper 
 Attendees: 
 Don Council 
 Bill Costa 
 Julia Thomas 
 Gary Hubbard 
 
Nov. 19th. 
1st.   Jack Meylink & John Madeiros 
2nd. Mike Cosby & Nancy Cremarosa 
3rd. Chuck Cooper & Gary Hubbard 
Attendees: 
Don Council 
K.J. 
Bill Costa 
Julia Thomas 
 
 
DECEMBER 
 
Dec. 3rd. 
 1st.   Rick DeKnoop 
 2nd. Gary Hubbard 
 3rd. Jack Meylink 
 Attendees: 
 Don Council 
 Nancy Cremarosa 
 Mike Cosby 
 Bill Costa 
 
 Dec. 10TH 
 1st.  Chuck Cooper 
 2nd. K.J. & Bill Costa 
 3rd. John Madeiros & Nancy Cremarosa 
 Attendees: 
 Mike Cosby 
 
Dec. 17th. 
1st.   Gary Hubbard & Don Council 
2nd. Chuck Cooper & Jack Meylink 
3rd.  Mike Cosby & Julia Thomas 
Attendees: 
Nancy Cremarosa 
Rick DeKnoop 
Bill Costa 
K.J. 
 
 
 
 
 

SHUFFLEBOARD RESULTS 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
November 5th 
1st: Ellen Whitty 
2nd: Michelle Ellison 
3rd: Ann Council 
Attendees: Moe Borg & Julie Pollock 
 
November 12th 
1st: Kris Cosby & Nadine Hubbard 2nd: Barbara 
Hewitt & Sue Kirk 
3rd: Moe Borg & Julie Pollock 
Attendees: Michelle Ellison & Ann Council 
 
November 19th 
1st: Moe Borg & Jan Quarry 
2nd: Julie Pollock & Kris Cosby 
3rd: Sue Kirk & Michelle Ellison 
 
November 26th 
Lodge closed 
 
 
DECEMBER 
 
December 3rd 
1st: Ann Council & Michelle Ellison 
2nd: Ellen Whitty 
3rd: Kris Cosby & Nadine Hubbard 
Attendees: Sue Kirk & Moe Borg 
 
December 10th 
1st: Ann Council & Ellen Whitty 
2nd: Kris Cosby & Nadine Hubbard 
3rd: Mabel Schuettge & Jan Quarry 
Attendees: Moe Borg, Michelle Ellison, Julie 
Pollock, & Barbara Hewitt 
 
December 17th 
1st: Ellen Whitty & Michelle Ellison 
2nd: Julie Pollock & Jan Quarry 
3rd: Moe Borg & Kris Cosby 
Attendees: Barbara Hewitt & Nadine Hubbard 
 
December 24th 
Lodge closed 
 
December 31st 
Lodge closed 
 
 



 

 

    

  

Cleaning Out Your Closet? 
 
Auburn Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church Community Services 
desperately needs men’s clothing 
and shoes. Specifically, men’s 
sizes include Medium & Large 
shirts and pants, sizes 30 to 36. 
Please drop off at the back of the 
church at 12225 Rock Creek Road, 
Auburn, on Mondays or Tuesdays 
from 9:am to 1:00 pm.  This 
church is a food bank and clothing 
distribution center. They also 
provided showers and meals for 
the homeless and those in need. 
Thank you in advance. 
 

 
 
 

JOIN THE ELKS RV CLUB 
 

The ELKS RV club is always looking 

for new members.  For fun outings 

and the chance to get to better know 

your fellow Elks members, contact 

Club President Harold McCoy at 

(530)346-8672 

or thereelmccoys87@gmail.com 

 

January Birthdays 
01 Almeida, Amanda 
04 Wingeier, Richard 
04 Zick, Kathleen 
06 Slane, Christopher 
06 Valenznela, Tasha Marie 
07 Tallman, Brad L 
07 Zaputil, Steve 
08 Meylink, Jack 
09 Vogt, Peter 
10 Brooks, Judith 
10 Loberg, Jon R 
11 Hay, Donald L 
12 McKinney, Kress 
13 Mincks, John D 
15 Demske, Ronald D 
15 Hall, Patricia 
15 Mata, Christy Ann 
15 Moyer, Kathleen M 
18 Owen, John L 
19 Neighbours, Gary E 
20 Hodkin, Ken 
24 Kayl, Ken 
26 Link, Nancy E 
26 McEvoy-Leonoudakis, Karen Ilene 
27 Landry, David J 
28 Murdoch, Gordon L 
28 Smith, David Allen 
28 Wheat, Lloyd B 
29 Kochis, Michael R 
29 Matson, Erik M 
30 Dreher, Karl L 
31 Armes, Larry G 
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February Birthdays 
    01  Dutra, Michael A 
    01  Gregersen, Mark C 
    01  Krall, F Michael 
    02  Bengston, Perry M 
    02  Borden, William    'Bill' A 
    02  Golden, Hershel Foster 
    02  Stillens, Jack 
    04  Billey, Dempsey J 
    04  Killinger, William L 
    05  Jordan, Matt 
    05  Tucker, Lea Ann 
    05  Word, Peggy 
    08  Fasse, Dale B 
    08  Kawahata, Ron 
    13  Bennett, Robert James 
    13  Bischoff, William 
    14  Staats, Elizabeth A 
    15  Eisley, Harvey 
    16  Brennan, James 
    16  Johnson, Bryan D 
    16  Tiernan, Kevin 
    17  Newsom, Stephen Craig 
    18  Kulas, Calvin 
    18  Stout, Chad 
    18  Tribur, Matthew J 
    20  Hawkeswood, Jim A 
    21  Calhoon, Ken E 
    22  Houseman, Imoagene 
    22  Williams, George E 
    23  DiPuccio, Gregory Julian 
    25  Armstrong, Tristyn 
    25  Bacon, Denny 
    25  James, Tommy 
    27  Albright, James Edward 
    27  Tallman, Ray C 
 

Interesting Facts About January 
• The month of January was named 

for the Roman god Janus. ... 

• January originally had 30 days, until 
Julius Caesar added the 31st day. 

• Ellis Island opened on January 1st, 
1892. ... 

• It is considered the coldest month of 
the year in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 

 

mailto:thereelmccoys87@gmail.com


 

 

  



 


