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DONATIONS FOR BIRTHDAY DINNER RAFFLE 
 
Please consider donating new or handmade items to be raffled off at the 
Birthday Dinners. Contact Lisa Haynes at 916-201-0715 if you have any 
questions or an item to donate. 

 
 



 

LODGE CLEAN-UP REMINDER 
 
Please remember Lodge Cleanup is on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 9:00 am. The next one is on Wednesday – December 3rd. 
 
In November, we did some general cleanup inside & outside, cleaned 

and dusted all fans, cleaned bars, vacuumed carpets, cleaned coffee 

bar area, cleaned windows, cleaned the floor drains, and much more. 

The Lodge would like to thank the members who worked in 
November: PER Dick Robart, ER Jim Darnell, Trustee Bill Convis, John 
Crawford, Michael Van Hook, John & Carrie Bottarini, and Charles 
Hants 

 
Turnout was BETTER! We could use more people. PLEASE !!!!!!  Come 
out and give us a hand next time. 
  
Dick Robart Lodge Cleanup Chair 
530-906-1945 cell or text   
lib.dick.robart@gmail.com 
 

   The Auburn-Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin is published 

monthly by 

Auburn-Grass Valley Lodge # 538 

B.P.O.E. Elks 

195 Pine St. 

Auburn CA  95603 

530-888-7111 

www.auburnelks.org 

auburnelks@gmail.com 

Regular Lodge Meetings 

2nd & 4th Thursday 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

 

Business Hours 

Wednesday:  10:30-3:30 
Thursday:  On Lodge Meeting nights 3-7:30PM 

Closed Monday 

Bulletin Deadline 

15th of the preceding month 

 

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-887-1638 

genfreak@pacbell.net 

 

 

                 Elks Lodge Officers 
 
Exalted Ruler                     Jim Darnell 

Leading Knight       Kathy Maderios  

Loyal Knight                       Craig D. Collom 

Lecturing Knight                Amy Brooks 

Secretary                            William M Chelonis 

Treasurer                            John A Madeiros 

Tiler                                      June Darnell 

Esquire                                Charles J Cooper 

Chaplain                              Larry LaVerne 

Inner Guard                        Bill Costa 

Organist                               Christy Mata 

Trustee - One Year             Patricia Hall 

Trustee - Two-Year            Terry Houk 

Trustee - Three-Year         Paula Celick 

Trustee - Four Year            Peggy Word 

Trustee - Five-Year             Bill Convis 
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  From the Desk of the Secretary – Bill Chelonis 
 
 
Pursuant to G.L. Statutes Section 12.050, the Secretary must read 
on the floor of the lodge how we are doing twice a year. I will 
summarize this report for those of you who were unable to attend 
the meeting. 
 
We started the year with 484 members. We have initiated 12, 
affiliated by dimit 1, and reinstated 1. Stricken from the rolls for 
non-payment 4, granted transfer dimits 6, granted absolute dimits 
0, and 6 members deceased during the year. This gives us a 
membership of 482, a loss of -2 thus far. We have 44 members 
who are delinquent in paying their dues. We paid a per capita 
assessment of $17,908.00 to the California-Hawaii Elks Association 
and the Grand Lodge, and $3,388.00 to the Northeast District. 
There are seven candidates pending initiation, no pending 
transfers in, and no pending transfers out of the lodge. 
 
As always, if you need to reach me, call my cell phone (530-570-
8896) or email me b.chelonis@att.net and I will be more than 
happy to assist you. 
 
Fraternally Yours 
Bill Chelonis PDDGER,  
Lodge Secretary 

 

 

mailto:lib.dick.robart@gmail.com
http://www.auburnelks.org/
mailto:auburnelks@gmail.com
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net
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Elks Crying Corner 
 
Congratulations to the following members for 
attending a Lodge meeting. Why? Because their 
name(s) were drawn, and they were present to 
receive the money: 
 
Oct 23, 2025 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was won by #Bill Costa 
 
Nov 13, 2025 
The jackpot drawing of $300 was won by #Don Hay, 
who donated it to ENF 
 
 It pays to attend a Lodge meeting. Meetings are on 
the Second and Fourth Thursday of the  
 month. Dinner is at 6:00 pm, and the meeting starts 
at 7:00 pm.  
 

LOYAL KNIGHT 

Lodge Members, 

Please remember that this year's Auburn Festival of 
Lights Parade is on Saturday, December 6th, at 5:30 
PM.  Santa's sleigh/float has been made ready to 
transport him as he greets all the children at the 
parade.  We want to get a good number of Elks, 
family, & friends to walk in the parade in front of our 
float and Santa Claus.  This is the largest parade in 
Auburn, and we would love the Elks to have a good 
showing of Christmas cheer, waving to the 
crowd.  Portable Christmas lights adorning yourself 
make it extra fun.  Only Santa Claus is allowed to ride 
on the float.  So, if you are not confident you can 
walk the entire length of the parade route, you 
should come anyway and find a spot along the road 
to watch this amazing parade.  Afterwards, we will 
gather at the Lodge for beverages and socializing.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me.  
 
Fraternally, 
Craig Collom 
Loyal Knight 
(916) 203-8049 
 

LODGE BYLAWS 
Auburn Lodge Bylaws are available online at 
http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538 
 
A username and password are required, and access through this 
link is restricted to Lodge members only.  Members who don’t yet 
have a Password may register by giving their membership number 
and name To Grand Lodge online at: 
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm 

 

LEADING KNIGHT – KATHY MADEIROS 
 
Here we are in December, with so much to be thankful for. 
 
I want to thank Mike Kochis and Gary Nowak for covering the Event 
Center in Grass Valley for events when I could not cover.  My good 
friend and dedicated Elk, Debby Sullivan, has also covered the Event 
Center, and together we have been 
 cooking at the American Legion representing both of our Elk 
Lodges. 
  
The members of the Lodge have opportunities to donate to those 
who are less fortunate than we are.  Daphne Harmon is chairing the 
Toy Drive with a new twist: a discount on meals when you donate a 
toy worth $20.  Let’s see the bin fill up.  Normally, gifts are put 
under the tree, but this year we made a change and began 
collecting earlier.  
  
Our purple pigs are put on the tables in the Lodge for each event to 
collect your change for children with disabilities.  As they are filled, 
Ron Hall collects the money, records are kept of your donations, and 
the money is sent to the CHEA office in Fresno on a regular basis. 
They gain a much higher interest rate with all the Lodges in 
California pooling their donations.  Currently, nineteen physical 
therapists are working with the children the Major Project serves.  If 
you don’t know, these services are critical for some children who 
live in rural areas.  Our therapists travel to the children in the 
program, provide physical sessions for each child, and educate 
parents and family members on how to support that child.  
  
In Elkdom, there is a program called “Adopt A Veteran.”  Our Lodge 
has people supporting our Veterans who live in the upstairs 
apartments at the Event Center.  The apartments are slated 
specifically for Veterans, and they truly appreciate everything given 
to them.  What we do for them is nothing compared to what they 
have done for all of us.  I want to thank the ATT Pioneers Placer 
Gold Life Member Club for donating two microwaves to two of our 
Veterans.  The apartments are like a studio space, so a microwave is 
certainly a must.   Lisa Haynes has donated blankets,  warm shirts, 
and shoes for to our Veterans.  I also want to thank ER Jim Darnell 
for donating TV trays for them to use. They are proud men and 
accept what we offer them, knowing it comes from a place of love.  
  
There are many opportunities for you to give.  I am asking you to 
donate, donate, and donate.  The world will be a better place when 
your love is spread to those in need.  
  
Fraternally, 
Kathy Madeiros 
Leading Knight 
 

http://www.elks.org/lodges/bylaws.cfm?lodgeNumber=538
http://www.elks.org/members/registration.cfm


    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Remember in your prayers the people of our Lodge who 
are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering, or 
homebound....... 
 
Especially, 
 
Oscar Thompson, who is under Hospice Care and 
Bob Souza PDDGER, who has not been feeling well, but 
is home recovering. 
 
Should you hear of anyone experiencing sickness or 
distress, please convey that information to me so that I 
can reach out on behalf of the Lodge to see if we can aid 
in any way, even if that aid is only to hold fellow 
members in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
My contact information is amybsvfc@gmail.com or 
(650) 787-4329. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Brooks 
Lecturing Knight 
 

Sickness and Distress 
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Auburn – Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538 Scholarships for 
2025 -2026 

 
This year, there are two scholarships for seniors graduating in 
the Spring of 2026. The scholarship applications will be 
available beginning October 9, 2025. 
 
Seniors must send an email requesting an application to James 
Harris at jnvtoad@att.net. Applicants must indicate which 
scholarship they are applying for. However, seniors can apply 
for both. Applicants will receive one or both applications by 
return email. 
 
WIL THOMAS EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the seventh year for the Wil Thomas Educational 
Scholarship. This scholarship’s value is $1000.00 and is for 
family members of past or present members of the Auburn–
Grass Valley Elks Lodge 538. It is offered to seniors who plan to 
attend a university, college, or vocational school in the Fall of 
2026. 
 
CLIFFORD LOOBY SCHOLARSHIP 
This is the 20th year that the Looby Scholarship has been 
offered to graduating seniors planning to attend a university or 
college in the Fall of 2026. The value of this scholarship is 
$1250.00. The senior must be a child, stepchild, or grandchild 
of an active Elk in Auburn–Grass Valley Lodge 538. Previous 
winners of this scholarship have graduated from high schools 
in California (last year), Nevada, Oregon, and Washington. 
 
Questions regarding either scholarship should be directed to 
James Harris at jnvtoad@att.net.  
 
Again, applications will be available beginning October 9, 2025, 
and must be returned (POSTMARKED) by February 28, 2026. 
Do not return your application by EMAIL. 
Participants will receive the competition results in March 2026. 
 

Bulletin Pictures 
Please take pictures at the Elks Lodge Events 

 send to the   

Bulletin Editor, Linda Simmons 

530-887-1638 

genfreak@pacbell.net 
 

mailto:amybsvfc@gmail.com
mailto:jnvtoad@att.net
mailto:genfreak@pacbell.net
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VETERANS CORNER 
 
Now that we're in December, I have to report to y'all what we did in November.  First off, I trust that you and yours had 
a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and/or friends.  It's getting darker much earlier since we exited Daylight Saving 
Time.   
We celebrated our Veterans with the 15th Annual Veterans Luncheon on November 10.  The Lodge served 47 Veterans 
along with 35 non-Veterans.  Once again, everyone raved about how good the meal was this year.  All who attended 
received a thick cut of Tri-tip steak that was smoked by our own Lisa Haynes.  Those who wanted seconds did so, though 
it looked like everyone had a very full plate and no room for a second.  The dessert cookies were delicious, soft, and 
chewy. 
Along with the meal, we held a Veterans-only raffle for a patriotic lap blanket, handmade by Debra Owen, a member of 
our Lodge.  Greeting our Veterans were Vicki Harris (along with husband Jim), Val Provan (cashier), and Patty 
Pelzman.  Others who assisted those Veterans needing help were Betty Jo Thomas, Judi Billey, and Patsy (last name 
provided).   
Everything went very smoothly from the cocktail hour through the introductions to the meal.   
Putting on a meal of this magnitude takes a great deal of effort and fundraising.  Regarding fundraising, I would like to 
note a few of the larger donations.  Bill Costa donated $330; Ginger Henggeler donated $200 in honor of her deceased 
husband, Gene, who was a Veteran and PER; Calvin Kulas donated $200; Ron Harmon donated $150.  Others donating 
$100 were Mike Kochis, John Maderios, and John & Carrie Bottarini.  Others who donated were Ty Obenosky, Terri Hauk, 
Jack Meylink, Jim Harris, Pat Hall, Bob Souza, Peggy Word, Sue Kirk, Mike Barber, Mike Crosdy, Bill Schichtlien, Denny 
Bacon, Lisa Haynes, and Gary & Nadine Hubbard.  We raised enough money to cover the entire event and had a few dollars 
left over to donate to the Veterans Fund.   
All in all, we had a very successful event celebrating our Veterans.  Next year, let's share this meal with even more 
Veterans in the area.  Mention it to your friends.  The camaraderie amongst the Vets is heartwarming.  It appears as 
though we have seen our last WWII Veteran at the luncheon.  We have many from the Korean conflict, while the bulk of 
our Veterans are from the Vietnam War.  The branch of service that continues to dominate in attendance is the US 
Navy.  We have yet to see a Veteran from the US Space Force.   
On Tuesday, November 11, Auburn held its annual Veterans Day Parade.  Along the parade route, a few thousand 
spectators, many of them children, were waving the American flag.  There was a brief ceremony at the town square before 
the parade continued to the Placer Bldg. at the Gold Country Fairgrounds.  A more formal ceremony was held there, and 
a light lunch was provided, including pizza, cookies, and a beverage (soda or water).  The lunch was served by our Elks 
Lodge and included Betty Jo Thomas, Nancy Cremarosa, Mark Lund, and Patty and Rudy Pelzman. 
The Lodge approved $2,500 from the Veterans Fund for the purchase of 50 $50 Target Visa cards.  The cards will be 
provided to the Placer County Veterans Service Officer, who will give them to our homeless Veterans in the county.  As of 
the most recent count of homeless Veterans as of late October, the number was 29.  Placer County goes to great lengths 
to get homeless Veterans into housing and to address all their needs.  Kudos to the Placer County Veterans Service 
Office.  The reason we use Target rather than a plain VISA card is the fee.  Target VISA cards have no charge; therefore, 
the Veteran receives the full $50 value, while the rest charge an $8.00 service fee. 
On the lighter side, "Some guy broke into our house last week.  He didn't even take the TV.  He just took the remote 
control.  Now he drives by and changes the channels on us."  One more...  I'm not procrastinating.  I'm just prioritizing my 
relaxation.   
Dates to remember:  December 1, 1952, the third Korean Winter Campaign begins;  December 7, Japanese aircraft attack 
Hawaii (Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day); December 8, 1941, the US declares war on Japan; Japanese attack the 
Philippines; December 11, 1941, the US declares war on Germany and Italy; December 12, 1775, Cavalry Branch the was 
established; Birthday of Armor Branch also on this date; December 12, 2001, the Battle of Tora Bora begins; December 13, 
1636, birthdate of the US National Guard (oldest component of the US Armed Forces). Also, on this date in 2003, Saddam 
Hussein is captured near Tikrit, Iraq; December 15, 2011, the Iraq War was declared over; December 16, 1944, the 
Ardennes-Alsace Campaign (Battle of the Bulge) begins; December 17, 2001, the Battle of Tora Bora ends; December 21, 
the first day of Winter; December 24, 1814, Treaty of Ghent signed, ending the War of 1812; December 25, Christmas; 
December 28, 2014, Operation Enduring Freedom ends.  
In concluding this month's edition, let us all remember the men and women serving in harm's way.  December is a difficult 
month for our service personnel, especially when they are deployed to distant continents.  When you recite your evening 
prayers (however brief), remember not only your family, but also your friends.  To all of you, I wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  God Bless America. 
 
Rudy Pelzman 
Chairman, Veterans Service Committee 
Email:  tahoeblue1946@gmail.com  Cell:  (916) 316-1530 
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OCTOBER POOL TOURNAMENT 
  
Oct. 1st. 
 1st.   Mike Cosby 
 2nd. Gary Hubbard 
 3rd. Jack Meylink 
 Attendees: 
 Chuck Cooper 
 Nancy Cremarosa 
 Julia Thomas 
 Bill Costa 
 Don Council 
 
 Oct. 8th. 
 1st.   Gary Hubbard 
 2nd. John Madeiros 
 3rd.  Chuck Cooper 
 Attendees: 
 Rick DeKnoop 
 Bill Costa 
 Don Council 
 Jack Meylink 
 
 Oct. 15th.   
 1st.   Jack Meylink 
 2nd. Gary Hubbard 
 3rd. John Maderiros 
 Attendees: 
 Chuck Cooper 
 Nancy Cremarosa 
 Julia Thomas 
 Bill Costa 
 
 Oct. 22 
 1st.   Jack Meylink & Nancy Cremarosa 
 2nd. Gary Hubbard & Julia Thomas 
 3rd.  Don Council & John Madeiros 
 Attendees: 
 Chuck Cooper 
 Bill Costa 
 Mike Cosby 
 Rick DeKnoop 
 
Oct. 29th.   
1st.   Jack Meylink & Bill Costa 
2nd. Gary Hubbard & Mike Cosby 
3rd.  Chuck Cooper & Julia Thomas 
Attendees: 
Rick DeKnoop 
Nancy Cremarosa 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SHUFFLEBOARD RESULTS FOR OCTOBER 
 
October 1st 
1st: Julie Pollock 
2nd: Kris Cosby  
3rd: Moe Borg 
Attendees: Michelle Ellison & Barbara Hewitt 
 
October 8th 
1st: Moe Borg & Julie Pollock 
2nd: Ellen Whitty & Michelle Ellison 
3rd: Nadine Hubbard & Ann Council 
 
October 15th 
1st: Julie Pollock 
2nd: Michelle Ellison 
3rd: Moe Borg  
 
October 22nd 
1st: Michelle Elllison 
2nd: Moe Borg 
3rd: Ann Council 
Attendees: Kris Cosby & Barbara Hewitt 
 
October 29th 
1st: Kris Cosby & Michelle Ellison   
2nd: Julie Pollock & Barbara Hewitt 
3rd: Moe Borg & Sue Kirk 
 
 



January Birthdays 
01 Almeida, Amanda 
04 Wingeier, Richard 
04 Zick, Kathleen 
06 Slane, Christopher 
06 Valenznela, Tasha Marie 
07 Tallman, Brad L 
07 Zaputil, Steve 
08 Meylink, Jack 
09 Vogt, Peter 
10 Brooks, Judith 
10 Loberg, Jon R 
11 Hay, Donald L 
12 McKinney, Kress 
13 Mincks, John D 
15 Demske, Ronald D 
15 Hall, Patricia 
15 Mata, Christy Ann 
15 Moyer, Kathleen M 
18 Owen, John L 
19 Neighbours, Gary E 
20 Hodkin, Ken 
24 Kayl, Ken 
26 Link, Nancy E 
26 McEvoy-Leonoudakis, Karen Ilene 
27 Landry, David J 
28 Murdoch, Gordon L 
28 Smith, David Allen 
28 Wheat, Lloyd B 
29 Kochis, Michael R 
29 Matson, Erik M 
30 Dreher, Karl L 
31 Armes, Larry G 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cleaning Out Your Closet? 
 
Auburn Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church Community Services 
desperately needs men’s clothing 
and shoes. Specifically, men’s 
sizes include Medium & Large 
shirts and pants, sizes 30 to 36. 
Please drop off at the back of the 
church at 12225 Rock Creek Road, 
Auburn, on Mondays or Tuesdays 
from 9:am to 1:00 pm.  This 
church is a food bank and clothing 
distribution center. They also 
provided showers and meals for 
the homeless and those in need. 
Thank you in advance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOIN THE ELKS RV CLUB 
 
The ELKS RV club is always looking for new 

members.  For fun outings and the chance 

to get to better know your fellow Elks 

members, contact Club President Harold 

McCoy at (530)346-8672 

or thereelmccoys87@gmail.com 

 

December Birthdays 
03  Bernard, Richard H   
03  Dickinson, Patrice   
04  Hutchinson, Richard   
05  Belisle, Dennis A   
05  Sanders, Jack E   
06  Cowan, Clay Patrick   
07  Terragno, Charles   
08  Chappell, Rex Jr   
08  Whitley, Martin   
09  Wilens, David   
10  Golden, Anthony   
11  Bray, Geri R   
11  Fuller, James L   
11  Harmon, Ronald A   
11  Hooper, William   
12  Cooney, Terry   
12  Saunders, Lloyd   
13  Elenberger, Gerald   
14  Barker, William   
14  Wilkinson, William   
15  Marman, Joe   
15  Sandoval, Mark   
16  Johnson, Richard A   
16  Souza, Robert D   
17  Brooks, Dana   
17  Nordstrom, Jim I   
18  Hart, Thomas H   
19  Carlson, Kenneth R   
20  Eckard, Robert D   
21  Childers, Jeffery   
21  Harbour, John   
22  Bottarini, Carrie   
22  Skrabo, Suzanne   
22  Winschell, Ervan C   
23  Norman, Gary J   
25  Sokol, Dan 
26  Chatham, Shannon   
27  Flick, Earl R   
27  Smith, Sherwood R   
27  Stockdale, Matthew   
29  Hobbs, Mary C   
29  Waltz, William   
30  Harmon, Daphne   
30  Waller, Rendy   
31  Mapa, Gene S   
31  McAfee, Nelson B   
31  Timpone, David   
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